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On the Scope’ s Alteration and Function’s Change of the Clan Field in the Modern South of Jiangsu
WANG Zhi - long
( School of Social Development Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097 China)

Abstract: The clan field” s function gradually expanded from offering sacrifice to supporting clansmen aiding education
and developing social welfare with its scope’ s increasing in the modern south of Jiangsu. On the contrary the function declined
from developing social welfare to offering sacrifice. The clan field” s basic function was sacrifice. The clan field” s main function
changed gradually from offering sacrifice to supporting clansmen with its scope’ s increasing. Conversely supporting clansmen
was replaced with offering sacrifice. Although the change of the different clan field” s function and the transformation between
the main function and the secondary one needed the different scale of the clan field the trend was identified. The regular
change that the clan field’ s function changed with the increasing and decreasing of its scope was the outward performance of
the people’ s ancestor worship in the south of Jiangsu.
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