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Guan Zi as the Theoretical Origin of Filial Piety in Chinese Culture
ZHOU Huai - yu

Abstract: Guan Zi abounds in theoretical explanations of filial piety. Chinese culture has a long
history of filial piety; however only in Guan Zi did this concept mature into a theory which has three
independent and interdependent systems with plentiful theoretical terminologies. There are also key com—
ponents such as blood ties succession of masters to their disciples obedience of officials to their emper—
ors etc. The filial piety theory embodied in Guan Zi originates from key historical thoughts such as the
policy of benevolence four moral principles and patriarchal clan system. This theory proves to be the im—
petus for later theoretical development and social practice whereby it is continuously enriched and im-
proved.

Key words: Guan Zi; filial piety; filial piety and fraternal duty; benevolence; blood tie; patriarchal
clan system; ethics

ZHOU Huai - yu professor History Department Anhui University Hefei Anhui 230039.
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