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Again on Huizhou Merchants’ Characteristics of “Trading While Favoring Confucianism”
—Reflections on the Studies of the Relationship between Merchants and Confucianism in Ming and Qing Dynasties
LIANG Ren - zhi
( College of History and Society, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract: The scholars’ debate on Huizhou merchants’ characteristics of “trading while favoring Confucianism” was due
to that there was no clear distinction between “favor Confucianism” and “worship Confucianism”, group characteristics and
individual characteristics. “Worship Confucianism” was respect and esteem “Confucianism” , which was the common feature
of all social groups in Ming and Qing Dynasties. That was neither Huizhou merchants’ characteristics, nor other regional busi—
ness group characteristics  “favor Confucianism” was the preferred “Confucianism” from the heart. Regarded “favoring Con—
fucianism” as Huizhou merchants’ utilitarian choice in order to make deals couldn’t explain why other merchants haven’t the
characteristics of “trading while favoring Confucianism”. Huizhou merchants’ characteristics of “trading while favoring Confu-
cianism” was a result of the rise of favoring Confucianism and mercantilism since the Tang and Song Dynasties. In the discus—
sion of the relationship between making profits and advocating Confucianism in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, we should pay
attention to the following questions. First of all, define and distinguish the concept of “favor Confucianism” and “worship
Confucianism”; secondly, get rid of the purely commercial or utilitarian perspective and pay attention to the complexity of the
cultural background of the regional businessmen group and human behavior motivation; thirdly, pay attention to both the his—
torical inevitability and historical contingency.

Key words: Huizhou merchants; trading while favoring Confucianism; relationship between merchants and Confucianism;

Ming and Qing Dynasties
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@Bertrand Russell, Mysticism and Logic, New York:
Dover Publications, 1918, p. 188.



