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Between Urban and Rural Areas: the Function of Huizhounese Association in Shanghai
in Rescuing Local Fellows
TANG Li— xing
( College of Humanities and Communications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai200234 China)

Abstract “Fellow villagers” is a tie that links the urban and rural areas a symbol of identity recognition in urban and ru—
ral areas. Although lived far away from home people from Huizhou concerned about their local fellows and the natural and
man — made disasters in their home town. In its thirty years’ existence especially during the most difficult time of the Anti —
Japanese War and the Civil War Huizhounese Association in Shanghai helped their local fellows not only through their every—
day commitment of charity work more importantly also through taking unusual acts in unusual time. Although what they have
done couldn’ t completely solve the problems their acts eased the sufferings of their local fellows. In the first half of the 20th
century when rural autonomy declined the rise of the urban autonomy organizations and the interaction between urban and ru—
ral areas helped the maintenance of the rural autonomy and kept the rural society relatively stable in the turmoil.
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