14 »

( 100732)
1 K258.9 TA :1005—605X( 2015) 04— 0005-08
The Contracts in Chinese History
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Abstract: From early on the Chinese handled various socioeconomic relations by creating contracts; contracts played an
important role in people’ s daily life. This paper first examines the social background that explains the various changes in the
language and form of contracts in ancient China. It then explores the discovery of contracts and the historiography of contracts.
Finally it suggests that future research on contracts in ancient China should center on the use of diplomatic the periodization
of contracts and a comparative perspective that accounts for regional variation.
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