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Huizhou Merchants~ Cultivation of Children in Ming and Qing Dynasties from Documents of Dividing
Family Properties
FAN Jin-min (Department of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)
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Abstract; Huizhou merchants’ cultivation of children in the Ming and Qing dynasties included teaching
knowledge of business and social practice, with professional education throughout and high expectation until
they began to divide their family properties. In the documents of dividing their family properties, they not
only divided properties clearly, but taught business knowledge and their views on business from the two
perspectives of experiences and lessons. They taught their children from encouragement and punishment to
value legacy and maintain what they had inherited from their predecessors. Some Huizhou merchants wanted
to preserve famous brands, keeping centralization and scale of capital in order to expand business and multi-

ply capital.
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