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Small Families in Conflict with Prominent Families of Huizhou Area
in the Ming and Qing Dynasties Exhibited in Genealogy Disputes

ZHENG Xiaochun

Abstract. Buying genealogy was the means for small families in Huizhou to change their social sta—
tus by becoming prominent families by descent which exhibited the sharp differences between small fami—
lies and prominent ones in living conditions and their fierce conflicts as a result of hierarchy in status
within feudal patriarchal system. The Qing government revised the law of master and servant several
times but its actual effectiveness was limited due to various reasons. As long as the historical conditions
that led to the hierarchy in status lasted their conflicts would never cease.
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