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On Cultural Power and Rural Autonomy of Huizhou Gentry

TANG Li- xing (China Center for Study of Modern Society s Shanghar Novmal University . Shanchai
200234, China)
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Abstract: From the 16th to the middle of the 20th cenrury. the rural society in Huizhou had maintained a
long —time stabiliry, Clan was an oroanization torm of rural aotonomy, which was economically based on
Huizhou merchants and led by the gentry, The positive interaction ol the three koy elementis 1 Fluizhou so-
ciely caused a considerable number of positive and negative gentry. The eultural power of gentey was omni-
present in the following two aspeets. one is intellecrualy parrios and rural publics judgements. and the orher
is the compilation of local chronicles and gencalogy. The gentey also made [riends with the olficials and oot
involvd in lawsuits: which sionifics that the gentry were the leading power in rural sotonomy with consider-

able eredibility.
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