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The Replacement of lishu and the Circulation of Private Booklet about Taxes

during the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Huang Zhongxin

Keywords : Huizhou; Ming and Qing dynasties;/ishu;private booklet; contract of taxes and corvee

Abstract; Key details of history of taxes and covee during the Ming and Qing dynasties were richly recorded in Huizhou
civil contracts which are valuable historical sources. lishu , who controlled books of taxes and covee in the process of
local social change and privatization of exchange of book of land property, was usually neglected or vaguely mentioned in
extant historical literatures. By researching the contracts of taxes and covee, it is found out that lishu position was
usually monopolized by big clans or controlled rotatively by smaller clans who had important influences on land property
exchange and collection of tax grains. Pushed by official and civil activities the edited land property book after land
surveys in the Wanli reign became private books ,even could be exchanged. Theses books usually were preserved and
controlled in the hands of local clan forces,and were used in certain degree in land surveys in the early Qing. The details
of this phenomenon demonstrated that in a social network consisted of local clan forces there were dynamic interaction

among hereditary key position, privatization of books of taxes and covee and control of land resources.
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