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How People of Huizhou Viewed Four People from Longqing Edition of Jin Family Genealogy
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Abstract: Since the 19804 and the advance of research on the merchants of Huizhou. a number of scholarg
have begun to link Wane Yangmine’ s ideas sbout the " New Four Classes of Deople” and the commercial
ethies of the people of Huizhou, They view Huizhou merchants as the realization of the model of the “New
Tour Classes of People, ” Such scholars have cited innumerable quotations and acts to prove the conneetion
berween the “New Four Ulasses of People? and the Huizhou merchants, However, if closely examining ma-
terials from the Huizhou merchants of the Sono, Yuan. and Mine periods, it s found that accumulating
wealth throush commerce, then beginning to value education, and finally caining loeal prestige through the
povernment service of their descendants had been a path to success foy countless Huizhou people ever sinee
the norihern Song petiod, Tt is coneluded that * Veneration of the Sehiolar and Esteem for the Merchanis” is
a long-standing tradition among the people of Hiizhou,
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