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The Decision Problem of Businessman’s Identity in the Research on the Commercial Groups’ History

——A Case of Huizhou Merchants
LIANG Ren —zhi
(College of History and Society, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract : That accurately determining the identity of business was the premise and foundation for the research of commercial
groups’ history. There were three universal issues on judgment businessman’ s identity in the previous Huizhou merchants’ studies.
First, “merchants’ child” were been regarded as “merchants”, that lead to the discussion on the relationship of Shi and business-
men in the Ming and Qing Dynasty lost its original meaning. Second, the concept of businessman was been expanded, Ningguo mer-
chants and other regional businessmen in the history were been regarded as Huizhou merchants, thereby blurring the academic
boundaries of research on Huizhou merchants. Third, Huizhou merchants were been viewed as merchants birthplace in Huizhou,
thus ignoring the businessman’s self — identity, or the concept of Huizhou merchants was been spread to the descendants of Huizhou
merchants who almost lost the contact with Huizhou in long time, thus could not reveal the nature of problem on Huizhou merchants.
We should note the following points in the future research on commercial groups’ history, attach great importance to the business-
man’ s identity determination, strictly abide by the history principle of seeking truth and historical principles, pay attention to the
combination system with people.

Key words: history of commercial groups; identity determination;Huizhou merchants; birthplace
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