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Interpretation of Filial Piety by
Famous Scholars of Huizhou and Its Significance

PU Xia

Abstract: Deeply influenced by Confucianism famous scholars of Huizhou inherited the Confucian
idea of “filial piety”. They attached great importance to the concept because they considered it the basis
of other behavior the source of loyalty and the foundation of national development and consolidation. Fa—
mous scholars of Huizhou summarized methods to realize filial piety towards their ancestors and elders
expressed in the practical forms. The elderly teaches the younger generation by personal example and ver—
bal instruction; the younger generation fulfils their filial duty towards the elderly. Activities centering on
“filial piety” had a positive impact in Huizhou Area. The whole society commended and promoted filial
piety and punished severely those who failed to implement it. Filial piety permeated all aspects of their
daily lives and respect for their ancestors is expressed in various kinds of sacrifice. Filial piety helps to
maintain harmony family and social stability in Huizhou Area.

Key Words: Huizhou Area; Chen Li; Zhu Sheng; filial piety; filial piety and fraternal duty; pater—
nal precepts; clan rule; Hui Studies
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