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Myths and Politics
—Taking Fang Xian — weng as an Example in Huizhou Since the Han Dynasty
DING Xi - qin
( Institute of Taoism and Religious Culture Sichuan University Chengdu 610064 China)

Abstract: Fang Xian — weng was an important folk belief in Huizhou. Since the Han Dynasty the local community com—
piled many myths such as the riding crane the shoe the blood lake and the flogging dead. They were attached to politics and
reflected the criticism of the people. For example the riding crane myth criticized the auspicious politics in the Eastern Han
Dynasty the shoe and blood lake myths criticized Wu Ze —tian” s politics in the Tang Dynasty the flogging dead and burying
myths criticized the imperial power politics in the Song Dynasty the deathday myths criticized the early politics in the Qing Dy—
nasty. The important records of Fang Chu who was regarded as an hero of family and country was confirmed to be a counterfeit
since the Yuan Dynasty.
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