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A Study on the Association for Deity Worship as
a Non-governmental Organization in the Qing Dynasty

—Based on Documents of the Association for Deity Worship in Huizhou Area
TONG Xu

Abstract: Association for deity worship an organization for common folks has two main responsi-
bilities: fund management and routine operation. Fund management includes sale purchase tenancy
pawn loan of association funds etc. Routine operation includes penalization of violation adjustment of
operating codes shrine maintenance daily chores sacrifice ceremony donation acceptance etc. For
internal relations members of the association contribute in shares receive earnings by shares and may
transact shares separately. For external relations individual members are integral part of the organiza—
tion. If the organization expands in scale the holistic nature of its property will be evident and its inde—
pendence will be enhanced.

Key Words: association for deity worship; association shares; partnership; folk belief; deity sacri-
fice ceremony; Huizhou Area; Hui study
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