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Baojia Resident Registration and Social Administration in Village Community in Late Qing Dynasty
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Abstract; The baojia resident booklet was document of recording the neighborhood administrative system in
the Qing dynasty and the remains are rare. The three kinds of baojia resident booklets embodied the real
function of neighborhood administration and real social situations of villages in Huizhou in the late Qing dy-
nasty. Since the Ming and Qing dynasties, the unit of civil administration consisting of ten households of
Huizhou in the late Qing dynasty is based on the maps with common features of villages and divided into jia
and pai to control all residents. The jingdong, leader of jia and leader of pai were persons with virtue and a-
bility selected from their own tu, jia and pai to take the examination, to teach students and to do business.
The servants, lodgers and outsiders were controlled and administrated by families with many branches living
together. In the rural society of Huizhou in the late Qing dynasty, patriarchal clan lived in a compact com~
munity, while the servants, lodgers and outsiders dwelled scattered and migration is frequent. In that time,
the occupations are still limited in traditional solider, peasant, handicraft and trader and the traditional
trading has been inherited since the Ming and Qing dynasties. The well-off families gradually increased and

donation phenomena prevailed which helped to win more chances to participate in social affairs.
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